
SN Power and the IHA Protocol

Briefing on the Protocol and Relationship to the Protocol



About the Forum

·The Hydropower Sustainability Assessment 
Forum is a collaboration of representatives 
from different sectors who aim to develop a 
broadly endorsed sustainability assessment 
tool to measure and guide performance in the 
hydropower sector.

·The Forum members are jointly reviewing and 
recommending enhancements to the IHA 
Sustainability Assessment Protocol (2006).

·The Protocol was developed as a measuring 
tool to assess social, environmental and 
economic performance of hydropower projects 
and operating facilities against criteria 
described in the IHA Sustainability Guidelines 
(2004).
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Understanding the Protocol



Proposed Protocol Structure

Principles - a set of core 

sustainability values that 

underpin the Protocol

Sectionsïstand-alone 

assessment tools relevant to a 

particular project life cycle stage

Aspects ïa set of 

key sustainability 

issues to be 

assessed for each 

section

Attributes ïcriteria for each 

aspect which form the basis 

for determining sustainability 

performance on that aspect

Objective evidence ïevidence provided by 

an auditee and used by an assessor to 

verify whether and to what degree an 

attribute has been met
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